
Approximately 300 people attended the official ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, July 16. 
Margie Krsul served as the emcee for the event. Herb Leuprecht, President of Envision Butte, 
Inc., spoke of the history of this project. It started in July of 2006 and three years later we have a 
beautiful park setting with a gazebo; restrooms; Norm DeNeal’s signature garden with an Irish 
Design featuring a large Celtic Knot. To enhance the area, period lighting was installed with 
beautiful ―Welcome to Butte‖ banners and hanging flower baskets. Herb remarked that in just 
sixty-seven tourist days of 2009 approximately 12,000 tourists have visited the Berkeley Pit. 
 
Further remarks were made by Steve LaRance from Washington Corporation, Tad Dale, V.P. 
Human Resources from Montana Resources, Butte Silver Bow Chief Executive Paul Babb, 
Victor Bjornberg from the Montana Office of Tourism, and Chamber Executive Director Marko 
Lucich. 
 
This project would not have been possible without the dedication and commitment of the 
Envision Butte, Inc. Board of Directors which includes, President Herb Leuprecht; Vice 
President Don Peoples; Secretary- Treasure Marko Lucich; Gary Harrington; Maureen 
Kenneally; Dan Manson; Bill Markovich; John Sando; Randy Simkins; Dan Steele and Ron 
Ueland. 

We would like to extend our sincere 
appreciation to all of the donors who 
have made this project a reality. Also, 
we would like to thank the Butte 
Copper Company for hosting 
refreshments for the evening and Butte 
America Music for providing the 
music. 

 August 4th—Retail Committee 

 August 5th—Civic Improvement 

 August 5th—Council of Commissioners 

 August 12th—Council of Commissioners 

 August 13th—Executive Board Meeting 

 August 17th—School Board Meeting 

 August 18th—Advantage Butte 

 August 18th—CVB 

 August 19th—SBLHA 

 August 19th—Council of Commissioners 

 August 19th—URA 

 August 26th—Council of Commissioners 

 August 26th—Ambassadors 

Berkeley Pit Viewing Stand Ribbon Cutting and  

Grand Opening Held July 16th 

August Meetings 
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August 7th– 9th  

An Ri Rah Irish Festival  

 

August 13th—5-7pm 

Business Card Social at the  

5 Mile Bar 

 

August 14th  

Golf Tourney Payment Deadline 

 

August 21st-22nd 

Big Sky Chicken Wing Ding at the 

Butte Depot.  Call 782-2102 for 

tickets! 

 

August 27th  

2nd Annual Chamber Digger 

Classic Golf Tournament at 

Fairmont.  See you on the links! 
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Butte, MT Fun Fact #8 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

In 1922 Butte mines produced 1,000,000 ounces of silver each month. 

-Annual Report Butte Chamber of Commerce, May 1st, 1921 to April 30th, 1922 

Advertise with 

us!  Call  

723-3177 for 

details! 



 
As we approach the end of 
July, it is overwhelming of all 
of the excitement and 
festivities that we were 
privileged to enjoy. The 4th of 
July parade was a great family 
event enjoyed by all who 
attended. Brooks Hanna came 
through again with a 
magnificent fireworks display 
that was witnessed by 
thousands of people from 
Butte and surrounding areas. 
 
The second National Folk 
Festival was held July 10th-
12th with approximately 
120,000 people in attendance. 
Every person that I had 
contact with could not say  

 
enough about how wonderful 
the event was and how well it 
was organized. 
 
Evel Knievel Days was a huge 
success and enjoyed by every 
one of all ages with addition of 
many acts that were appealing 
to the younger crowd.  Again, 
a very well organized event 
that is very much appreciated. 
 
Most communities would not 
be able to provide one of 
these events. It is a true 
testimonial of the 
volunteerism and pride that 
Butte people take in our 
community. I would like to 
personally thank each and  

 
every one of you who gave  
your time and money to allow 
all of us to enjoy such 
wonderful events. 
 
We are not done yet! August 
7th-9th is the An Ri Rah Irish 
Festival. Please make every 
effort to support this great 
festival and all of the 
entertainers who will be in our 
community for this event. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Marko Lucich 

 
Marko Lucich  
Executive Director 

A Message From Marko... 

Butte-Silver Bow 

Chamber of 

Commerce 

Visitors’ Center 

1000 George St. 

Butte, MT  59701 

(406) 723-3177 

 

 
 

Special Thanks to 
Donors of the Berkeley 

Pit Viewing Stand 
Projects: 

 
Butte-Silver Bow 

Washington Corporations 

Montana Resources 

Montana Office of Tourism 

Barbara Gregovich 

Bill & Sidni Markovich 

Becker Landscaping 

Blue Range Engineering 

Butte Produce-Biff DeWolf 

Chamber of Commerce 

Corette, Pohlman, & Kebe 

Dan & Kim Steele 

David & Carol Lubick 

Denny Dutton 

Don & Cathy Peoples 

E.J. & Claire Holman 
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Executive Board Board of Directors 
Chuck Uggetti, President 

School District #1 

 

Dan Steele,  Past President 

Steele's Furniture, Appliance & Electronics 

 

Dale Mahugh, President-Elect 

NorthWestern Energy 

 

Jim McKenzie, Treasurer 

Newland & Co. 

 

Karen Byrnes, Vice President 

URA/Butte Silver Bow 

 

Mike Johnson, Vice President 

Montana Tech 

 

Margie Thompson, Vice President 

Thompson's Distributing 

 

Marsha Foster,  Vice President 

Individual Member 

Paul Babb, BSB Chief Executive 

 

Jim Bennett, Harrington Pepsi-Cola 

 

Joel Broudy, Wein's Men's Store 

 

Jim Clary, American Federal Savings Bank 

 

Pat Cooney, KXLF TV 

 

Steve Daniel, Daniel Financial Services 

 

Ron Davis, Butte Broadcasting, KOPR, 

KBOW, KANA, & KGLM 

 

Wetona Filius, Wetona's Coffee House 

 

Brad Killgore, Eddy’s Motel 

 

Daniel D. Manson, Corette, Pohlman, & Kebe 

 

Sidni Markovich, Markovich Construction 

 

Becky Nicholls, Copper City Wireless 

 

Don Peoples, MSE, Inc. 

 

Chris Rosa, CK Resources, LLC 

 

Kelly Smith, Hampton Inn 

 

Jim Smitham, BLDC 

 

Stephanie Sorini, Individual Member 

 

Mike Thatcher, CCCS, Inc. 

 

Todd Tregidga, PPL Montana 

 

Jim Woy, Anderson ZurMuehlen & Co., P.C. 

Meet the Staff 

Marko Lucich, Executive Director — mlucich@buttecvb.com 

Alysha Jeffery, Marketing & Membership — marketing@buttechamber.org 

Sara Rowe, CVB Director — srowe@buttecvb.com 

Pam Jeffery, Administrative Assistant — pjeffery@buttechamber.org 

Cheryl Ackerman, Staff Assistant — cackerman@buttechamber.org 



A Ribbon Ceremony was held at the Butte Copper Company’s Berkeley Pit 
Viewing Stand location on Thursday, July 16th, 2009.  It was a fantastic 
event with nearly 300 people in attendance. The event was complete with 

Food and drinks by the Butte War Bonnet Hotel and music by Butte 
America Music! 
 
The Butte Copper Company has been on visitors' ―don't miss‖ lists of things to 
experience in Butte, MT, for over 35 years, and is a favorite with locals as well. 
We offer a variety of amazing treasures for shoppers of all ages, though our 
signature item is copper, and we carry it in many distinct forms. From 
kitchenware to jewelry, to actual copper mineral samples, we're your one-stop 
shop for all things copper. We invite you to browse through our store, and if you 
like what you see, tell a friend about us. Interested in something you don't see 
here? Please contact us - and if we don't carry it, we'll make every effort to find it 
for you. 
 
The Butte Copper Company has locations at 3015 Harrison Avenue as well as a 

seasonal store located at the Berkeley Pit Viewing Stand. 

 

Store Hours: 

 

 

 

Grand Openings & Ribbon Ceremonies 

Butte Copper Company  
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See Copper Ridge Health & 

Rehabilitation Center on next page! 

Harrison Ave. Location: 

Monday-Friday 9am-8pm 

Sat 10am-7pm 

Sun 10am-6pm. 

Berkeley Pit Viewing Stand Location: 

Mon-Sat 8am-8pm  

Sun 9am-6pm 



Thank You  Donors  

(cont.)…. 

 

Evelyn & Jim Graham 

Gertrude Downey 

Guy & Madelyn Ossello 

Herb Leuprecht 

J.L. & Lana Slouber 

Jim & Delores Keane 

Jim & Margie Thompson 

JLC Inc. 

John Kovacich 

John L. & Jean Peterson 

Joyce & C.H. Orvis 

K & K Roofing 

Lawrence Holman 

Lori & Dennis King 

Madelyn & John LaFave 

Management Advisors, LLC 

Marilyn St. Pierre 

Mark Reavis 

Markovich Construction 

Michael & Patricia Hamblock 

Montana Tech-Steve Luft 

Nadeau Concrete 

Natalie S. Fitzpatrick 

Newland & Company 

NorthWestern Energy 

Patricia & Fred Green 

Pesanti Lot Striping 

Pioneer Concrete & Fuel Inc. 

PPL 

Quilici Glass 

R & R Electric 

Ray & Toni Ueland 

Rick & Mary Burke Orizotti 

Robert & Harriet Evans 

Ron Nelson 

Stix & Stonz 

Thomas Roofing 

Town Pump Charitable 

Foundation 

Trudi Olson 

Walmart 

Wasley Excavatinb, LLC 
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Copper Ridge Health & Rehabilitation Center 

Pictured:  Marko Lucich 

& Chamber 

Ambassadors, Francie 

Reed & Jane Stover 

applaud the newly 

renovated Copper Ridge 

along with Doug & 

Nancy Gill, Marc Pryde, 

Maura Uggetti, Justin 

Gill, and Beaver 

Brinkman. 

A Ribbon Ceremony was held at the newly renovated Copper Ridge Health & Rehabilitation Center 

on Thursday, July 23rd, 2009.  Copper Ridge is a Butte family operated community.  Like all Butte 

families, we cherish our unique heritage and culture that make our community special.  The 

environments we create, the care we provide, and the services we render reflect the love and pride we 

all share in Butte. 

 

At Copper Ridge we pride ourselves in making our residents comfortable and keeping them at their 

highest possible potential by employing only the most qualified caregivers. 

 

Our spacious private and semi-private rooms have been newly renovated and offer; flat screen 

televisions, granite marble countertops, new lighting and new flooring.  Our handi-cap accessible bus is 

used for transportation to both medical and personal appointments as well as to recreational outings. 

 

Sandy Mattioli, our Director of Nursing has over 39 years of experience in nursing and long term care.  

She has created a well trained and caring nursing staff. 

 

Brenna Anderson is our Director of Social Services and Admissions.  She ensures a smooth transition 

into the resident’s new setting and making sure the quality of the resident’s life is being met during 

their stay. 

 

Michelle Bradley, our Occupational Therapist has headed the department for 5 years and brings a 

wealth of experience with her.  Our therapy department provides physical, occupational, and speech 

therapy.  Our new gym is a quality environment for residents to improve to their highest potential as 

well as is our full occupational therapy area and speech therapy area that is headed by Kristen 

Daughtry, ST. 

 

We have two dining rooms with restaurant style serving and also a private dining area for family 

gatherings.  Donna Anderson who is our dietary manager has been with us for over 14 years.  She 

provides our residents with a variety of quality meals based on the residents’ food preferences. 

 

We have a full activities department with day rooms on each wing.  The activities department provides 

a full range of activities; including outings, special events, and entertainment seven days a week.  Suzy 

Neutgens, our activities director is very energetic and has over 6 years experience working with 

residents and their interests. 

 

Copper Ridge is dedicated to honoring our past with a new future for Butte families. 



July’s Social at Harts RV/Fire & Brew 
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July’s Business Card Social was hosted by Harts 

RV/Fire & Brew on Wednesday, July 15th, 2009. 

With great attendance, guests were treated to 

home brewed beer, wine, and root beer as well as 

barbequed chicken & pork and even barbequed 

cookies!   

 

Harts RV/Fire & Brew pride themselves in 

customer satisfaction.  They supply Southwest 

Montana’s largest selection of RV parts and 

accessories.  Harts RV has been selling camping 

trailers in Butte, Montana for over 33 years.    

 

Fire & Brew opened in 1981 as Sharon's, located 

in the 1800 block on Harrison Ave.  The original 

store sold Schrader Wood Stoves and cleaning 

supplies, which complemented the founding 

business, Master Cleaners of Butte.     In 1982, 

realizing that the wood stove business 

was somewhat seasonal, they incorporated a pet 

store into the mix and became Sharon's Stoves 

and Animal Specialties.    In 1983 they moved to 

1710 Grand Ave. and remained there until 2007.    

In September of 2002, after 20 years in the pet 

business, they closed the pet department and 

replaced it with a homebrew shop.  Thus 

becoming Sharon's Fire and Brew.    

 

In April of 2007 Sharon’s Fire & Brew joined 

forces with Jake & Jeri Hart of Harts RV in their 

building at 5200 Harrison Ave. .  Dropping the 

Sharon's from their name, they are now--Fire & 

Brew.  With a newly built, warm and inviting 

fireplace showroom, with 14 live burning units, 

Fire & Brew is living up to its slogan, we can really 

"Relax By the Fire and Enjoy a Homebrew" and 

we invite you to join us!  

Top:  Jeri Hart, Jake Hart, Kate Sharon, Dan Sharon 

 

Center:  Marko Lucich, Yvonne & Bob Leipheimer, Virginia 

Karlsen, & Herb Leuprecht 

 

Bottom Left:  Gary Jones and Todd Tregidga 

 

Bottom Right:  Pauline Debarathy and Greg Gollehon smile 

for the camera at the Harts RV/Fire & Brew Business Card 

Social. 



Page 6 The Progress 

Business of the Month 

Apex Realty was started in uptown Butte at 32 S. 
Main  by Ken Baze  in 1997.Originally there were 
two agents in the office, but shortly after opening 
the other agent decided it was time for him to 
retire, Apex Realty has since been pretty much a 
one man office . My membership in the Butte, 
MT  Board of Realtors and Multiple Listing 
Service gives you internet access to all properties 
for sale region wide  . I pride myself in being able 
to give all my clients important local information 
based on years of living and enjoying all the Butte, 
area has to offer.   It is presently located at 34 S. 
Main . 

New Policy for Progress Advertisements/Inserts 

 

Effective August 1, 2009 a new policy will take effect regarding Advertisements/ Inserts in the 
Chamber Newsletter. In order to have your Advertisements/Inserts placed in ―The Progress‖, 
they must be received at the Chamber office by the 20th day of  the preceding month that you 
want your Advertisement/Insert placed in ―The Progress‖. All Advertisements/Inserts must 
have ―paid advertisement‖ at the bottom of  the page of  your ad. Everything that is submitted 
to the Chamber must be approved by the Executive Director before it will appear in ―The 
Progress‖. If  you have any questions, please contact Marko Lucich at 723-3177. 
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Welcome New Members 

 
 
 

Edward Jones Investments 
Financial Services/Investments/Retirement Planning 

John M. Chioutsis, Financial Advisor 
2900 Lexington Ave., Suite B 

Butte, MT  59701 
Phone: 406-494-3100 

Toll Free: 800-755-4592 
Fax: 888-320-5679 

Email: john.chioutsis@edwardjones.com 
 
 
 

Reception Held for New Superintendent of Schools 

On Tuesday July 14th, 2009 a reception was held at the home of Bill and Sidni Markovich for our new Superintendent of Schools, 
Dr. Linda Reksten. Mike Johnson, Vice President of Education and Industry for the Butte Chamber of Commerce organized this 
great event. Approximately, forty people were in attendance to welcome our new Superintendent.  Mike Johnson presented Dr. 
Reksten with a Butte cutting board. 
  
The beautiful home and setting along with a wide variety of refreshments and great company made this a perfect evening. We 
would like to wish Dr. Reksten good luck in her new position and welcome you to the community of Butte! 
  
We would also like thank Sidni and Bill Markovich for opening their beautiful new home that provided such a magnificent setting 
for this event. 

Advertise With Us!                       

Call (406) 723-3177 For Details! 
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The Progress 

  MONTH/YEAR  MONTH/YEAR  % CHANGE 

  June 2008  June 2009   

       

       

CONSTRUCTION  5,236,887.27  641,410.69  -87.8% 

   Year to Date  22,979,078.84  1,737,909.67  -92.4% 

       

WATER  13,472  13,540  0.5% 

       

EMPLOYMENT        

   Unemployment Rate  4.40  6.10  38.6% 

   Number Employed  17,174  16,729  -2.6% 

   Number Unemployed  797  1,094  37.3% 

   Total Labor Force  17,971  17,823  -0.8% 

       

MAIL       

   Tourism Requests  775  144  -81.4% 

   General Information  2  7  250.0% 

       

AIRLINE PASSENGERS       

   Boarding  2,829  2,384  -15.7% 

   Deplanings  2,710  2,173  -19.8% 










